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to the ministers present: "Sirs, finish the rest
without me." The duchess died on the afternoon
of the following day; and the king went to the
Trianon refusing the consolations lavished upon
him by his friends,

iVlme de Chateauroux passed away at the age of
twenty-seven, after receiving the last sacrament at
the hands of Father Segaud, a Jesuit. Her death
left the field free for the ambitions and intrigues
of the Court beauties who wanted to win the
king's heart and enjoy his favours. And on i5th
of the following December another death clouded
Louis' happiness; Mme de Ventadour passed away
in her eighty-fourth year, lamented by all. The
dauphin and princesses felt this loss very keenly,
A kind and generous woman, she had spent her
time doing good; she had devotedly brought
up the king and his son, and then given all her
care to all the children who had been entrusted
to her. Every day the princesses used to go down
to her rooms and spend the afternoon there
listening to the conversation of the enlightened,
catching the echoes of the Great Age, and seeing
through others* eyes a reign whose glory still
remained an enviable treasure.

As the negotiations undertaken on the occasion
of the Dauphin's marriage with the Infanta Marie-
Th&rese of Spain had been concluded to the
satisfaction of the courts of Versailles and Madrid,
great preparations began in January 1745 for a